Considerations in the use of biologic grafts and alloplastic implants in facial plastic and reconstructive surgery.
Surgical changes in the contour of soft tissue and bone of the craniomaxillofacial structures may require use of a biologic graft or alloplastic implant. Autologous materials are preferred; however, the harvesting procedure, donor site, and its associated morbidity are the disadvantages of using autografts. There are numerous types of alloplastic implants and they all differ in how they interact with host tissues. Factors such as implant texture, ability to integrate with host tissues, and rate of resorption all influence the overall success of different implants. In this article, we discuss some considerations in the use of biologic grafts and alloplastic implants in facial plastic and reconstructive surgery.